
Appendix 4                                                                                                                                Feasts and Offerings 

Explanation of the MEAT Offering Being a GRAIN Offering 

Scripture Passage:  Leviticus 2:1-16 
 
INTRODUCTION: Almost every scholar wants to change the meat offering to something else—although 
they cannot decide what else. The name is said to be confusing to Bible readers. The meat offering has 
no animal flesh. In fact, it is the only major offering in which no animals are killed. Why is it called the 
meat offering? Actually, there are very good reasons for calling it the meat offering. 
 

1. The Biblical use of meat refers to solid food as opposed to drink (see Psalm 69:21; Daniel 1:10; 
Matthew 25:35; John 6:55; Romans 14:17). This is also the older use of the word in English. The 
first occurrences of meat in the Bible are found in Genesis 1:29-30 where God gives every “herb 
bearing seed” and the “fruit of a tree…for meat.” Obviously, the fine flour of the meat offering 
would fit into the meaning of the word. 

 
2.  The meat offering has a very special typology that is revealed plainly by the cross references to 

the word meat as used by Christ. The meat offering is the offering of a “living sacrifice”—the 
kind Christians are supposed to give (Romans 12:1). It is also the kind of sacrifice Christ gave 
during His earthly ministry. Two verses especially teach this. In John 4:34, Jesus said, “My meat 
is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.” In John 6:27, He declares, “Labour 
not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life.” These 
references to meat fit perfectly with the meaning of the meat offering. 

 
Yet, this wonderful connection in scripture is destroyed in the modern versions of the Bible. And it is not 
simply a matter of them choosing another word. None that I have examined use the same word—any 
word—in all three passages. Observe the following chart: 
 
Bible Version Leviticus 2:1   John 4:34   John 6:27 

NIV grain offering Food     food 
RSV cereal offering Food     food 
NKJV grain offering Food     food 
ASV meal offering Meat     food 

 
It does not appear that the word "meat" is used in any one instance in the Authorized Version of either 
the Old or New Testament in the sense which it now almost exclusively bears of animal food. The latter 
is denoted uniformly by "flesh." The word "meat," when our English version was made, meant food in 
general; or if any kind was designated, it referred to meal, flour or grain. The only real and inconvenient 
ambiguity caused by the change in the meaning of the word “meat” is in the case of the "meat offering." 
 
Webster's 1828 Dictionary 
Meat 
MEAT, noun 
1. Food in general; any thing eaten for nourishment, either by man or beast. 
And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb--to you it shall be for meat Genesis 1:29. 
Every moving thing that liveth, shall be meat for you Genesis 9:3. 
Thy carcass shall be meat to all fowls of the air Deuteronomy 28:26. 


